K-364 1907
Olivet Hill Methodist Episcopal Church
Olivet Hill, near Galena
Private

Used until about 1979, when its ceiling structure collapsed, the 1907
frame, vernacular, late Victorian Gothic Revival church is the second building
to serve black Methodists of the Olivet Hill community. The first frame
church, moved about 1863 from the nearby white Olivet Methodist Church in
Galena, was probably that congregation’s first building, dating from about
1804, the main building until 1842, when a new brick church was built.
Between much of the period from 1842 to 1863, while adjacent to the Galena
church, the old frame building was said to have been used for enslaved and
free black worshippers and Sunday school classes in a period of increasing
segregation within the Methodist Church. By the turn of the twentieth
century the community that was begun before the Civil War by 1andowning
free blacks was large and thriving, so a quite costly, elaborate, and large
building was undertaken. Its construction predated by only a few years the
exodus that began with farm mechanization and better employment prospects
elsewhere during World War | and continued through the agricultural
depression of the 1920s, the general depression of the 1930s, and World War
Il. Architecturally, the church is among the more complex of the county’'s
rural churches of the period. It is quite unlike the more common three-part
churches (vestibule-tower, nave, chancel projection, all end-to-end). This
church’s massing is irregular, there is interesting shingling and trim on the
main gable end, and the interior arrangement is unusual, with the pews not
across the narrow width of the main section but facing the long north side

and the sizable wing there. It may have been built from a purchased plan.
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Olivet Hill Methodist Episcopal Church

and/or common

2. Location

East side, southern spur of O0.P. 410 (Olivet Hill Rd.)

street & number 6 mile east of Galena ____ not for publication

city, town Galena X __ vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county Kent

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

_ district ___ public ____occupied * ___ agriculture —___ museum

_X building(s) _X private _X unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park

— structure — both ____ work in progress _ educational — private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment — religious

_. object ____inprocess ____yes:restricted . ____ government ____ scientific .

— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted —__ industrial transportation
_X not applicable _ X no ___ military X _other: Yyacant

4- owner Of Property (give names .and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Trustees, Olivet Hill M.E. Church
street & number . telephone no.:
city, town Galena, state and zip code Maryland 21635

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber JKH 8
street & number Cross Street folio 86
city, town Chestertown state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

titte Highly inaccurate survey by Md. Commission on Afro-American History § Culture

date undated ___ federal _xstate ___county ___ local

wepository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust,

clty, town 21 State Circle , Annapolis state Maryland 21401




7. Description Survey No. K-364

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered __X original site

____good _X ruins nearly X altered —__moved date of move
___ ftair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The 1907 frame, vernacular, late Victorian Gothic Revival church at
Olivet Hill has a 30' x 40' gable-roofed main section with its axis east-west
and an original gable-roofed perpendicular wing (estimated at 8' x 18') from
the center of the main section's north side. On the interior the pews do not
face the end opposite the entry but the wing, which is used for a piano, choir
seating, and other usual church-front furnishings. The belfry tower with its
tall, steep, pyramidal roof flared at the eaves rises out of the main-section
mass at its southwest corner. The single entry is below it, in the south bay
of the gable end, into an enclosed vestibule. Except for the slightly recessed
approach gable, which is shingled with fish-scale wood shingles, the church
is now covered with asphalted panels, applied in 1949 over the original
horizontal, lapped weatherboard. The main windows are pointed, double-hung,
and unusually tall and wide. There are three found windows with tracery: in
the approach gable of the main section, in the wing gable, and on the approach
side of the tower's second level. Almost all exposed wood in the interior is
of pine but grained to appear like oak, a popular practice at the turn of the
century as well as earlier. Possibly structurally inadequate from the
beginning but also abetted by the deterioration of the south wall, the
bay-framed ceiling fell about 1979. The building has not been used since that
time,

The foundation is brick piers except for a continuous foundation wall of
brick under the approach gable-end. On the south side near the west corner
there is a corner stone with the inscription "Olivet M.E. Church 1907." There
is no evidence that this church is rebuilt from .an earlier one.

The church is one-storey but tall. Most of the wall area is covered with
the 1949-applied asphalt sheets, which have a thick, fibrous insulation-type
backing. In some areas the pseudo-stone asphalt sheets are missing, exposing
the original wall covering. The horizontal, lapped weatherboard has an
exposure of abour 4-1/2", There are 4'" double cornerboards that were covered
by the new siding. The main section's southwest corner post is badly eaten by
termites and/or rotted, and the entire long south wall appears to be in poor
condition, bulging outward near the top. This wall movement either
contributed to the ceiling collapse, in which the bay-framed ceiling joists
slid off the south wall plates, or was at least partly caused by the ceiling
collapse.

(continued)



8- Significance Survey No. K-364

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeolegy-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture_ X _ religion
-1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ——_ conservation — law . science
1500-1599 ___ agriculture _____economics . —__literature ___ sculpture
__1600-1699 _X architecture ___education — military ____ social/
——1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —__ music humanitarian
—1800-1899 ____ commerce __ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
X__1900- ___ communications ____industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
____invention X_ other (specify)
Black History
Specific dates 97 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: =~ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: __ national - state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The surviving church in the black community of Olivet Hill is the second,
the first having been the early nineteenth-century frame church that was
noved about 1863 from Olivet Methodist Church in Galena. The large, quite
costly 1907 church was built when the old church deteriorated and became too
small, At the turn of the century the community was large and thriving, just
before the exodus from the county that began with better employment
prospects elsewhere during World War I and continued through the
agricultural depression of the 1920s, the general depression of the 1930s and
World War II, As a result, the church always was too large for the community.
Architecturally, the church is among the more complex od the county's
late-nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century churches. It is quite
unlike the more common three-part frame churches: vestibule-tower, nave,
chancel projection, all end to end. This church's massing is irregular, there
is interesting approach-gable end detail, and the interior arrangement is
unusual, with the pews not across the narrow width of the main section but
facing the long north side and the sizable wing there, The church may have
been built from a purchases plan, which seems to have been inadequate in its
specifications for roof construction, causing a partial collapse about 1979
that left the building unsafe for further use. For the 70 years of its
existence, however, the church, along with the adjacent school, was a focal
point for the religious and community life of Olivet Hill,

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-364

Francis Asbury, The Journal of the Rev, Francis Asbury, Bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church form August 7, 1771, to December 7, 1815. 3 vols. New York: Published
by N. Bangs and T. Mason for the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1821,

, The Journal and Letters of Francis Asbury. 3 vols. Edited by Elme~
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10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey Consultant
County Commissioners of Kent County
organization Historical Society of Kent County ‘ date April 16, 1985
Court House 778-4600
street & number Cross Street telephone 778-3499
city or town Chestertown state Maryviand

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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The main section’s slightly recessed approach gabie is not
weatherboarded but ped! ”nenteu and covered with fish-scale wood s q es.
é\f the base of the pediment, near the level of the side eaves, the wal

kicked outward to overhang the lower wall slightly. The joint is tr*mmed
wv‘h the same medium-large ogee- with- fﬂlotc as used on the cornice. This

‘reatmen: of the gable end’is nandsome, well-executed, and unusual in the
‘ounfy The main section's rear gable and the wing qahm are not treated in
this manner.

The three exposed sides of the second ievel of the tower is finished in
the same manner as the shingied gablp The front is continuous with it alse
continuing the same ped] imenti ng trim at the break between materiais. Like
the gable “the tower's shingled area is also flarea at the base, ab“va the trim

Above the enclosed, shingliéd section of the tower is an open belfry supported
W four 1arge corner posts with simple rails and a simple, S‘ﬂgl" cr‘*cs Cross
haiustrade on each side, parts of which are now missing A beli is inpiace.

The OP‘_rrv ceiiing is of beaded hoard. The tall, pyramidal spire aoovra the
pelfry is flared at the eaves, repeating the theme used on the approach end
The Qmm ronf 15 covered with asphalt shingiec.

There are fwo brick chimne ys‘ originally for use with stoves. One 1S
wlitnin the rear gabie-end wali of the rFa r section, through the South siope of
the roof and 1ust to the south ¢ .he S nq _central rear window. The other

nimney is diagonally opposatﬂ within the approach gable-end wa‘*‘z and just
tn the north of the central window. The ¢! chimneys are heavily patched with
mortar, they each have a two-course Lap

1
i
1
e

The roofs are covered with deteriorating asphait shingies. The Center
ridge area is sagg'nq The main section and wing eaves are finiched in 2
franner corrmon& séen inrural Gothic Revival churches. They overhang the
walle about 12-127; at the ends the overhang is about 15~ 8". There are no
returns, the ;orrwce is not boxed, and there’is no soffit. The undersides of the
rafter tails are open, and the underside of the roof dwkw* above them i3 of
narrow. beaded tongue-and-groove boards. The rafter taj!l “ends are cut
perpengicuiar to the rafters not to the ground The fascianas ac 4

ogee-and-filiets crown mol **m

nere are three unusually ‘arqe doubie-fiung windows on the main
section’s south, iong side, evenly spaced, fhough the first one is placed a
consideranle distance from the southwest corner to avoid the
vestibuie-tower, which 1s wmdow:es: on the entry leyel The same cize and
type window 15 also used in the center of both front and rear gable-end and on
the north, long side, cne 1o each side of the wmn Roth architrave head and
upper :w: are poj mcd as in the upper part of a triangle The iower sash has
twWo nargp 1ghts and fhp dpper cash twn 13rne th*: that are fm:mmu]zr at
their tops, with a small rhombus-shaped ii ohf hetween them at thé center of
the overall f”ianqlp 5 aoox The sash are q‘aﬂed »wfh a deep yeliow colored
giass, some has been replaced. There are no shutters nor any evidence of
f’ormer ones. Trimis plain and 4-1/4" wide, guarter-round moiding was added
Lo the outer face at *“.e time the asphait -sheet 3iq] ng was appiied The twg,
(continued)



continuation Page 7.2 n-364

angled head-trim pleces may have had tails that extended beyond the iamb
Irim; if so, this was cut off at the time of re-siding. The architrave is 37"

w1ide and perhaps 1z feet tall

_Thewing's two windows are the same type, but smaller. Architrave
width i1s 45" There is one window centered in each wing side; the gable-end
has no window

The only entry is in the west gable end, into the vestibule at the base of
the tower in the southwest corner of the main section. There are double
doors Inaca 4 x 7 opening Each door has three vertical panels, the top one
smallest and square. The paneis are recessed and raised in a Colonial Revival
rmanner There are sidelights on each side with yellow giass, stippled on the
interior, over arecessed and raised panei that aiigns with the lowest door
panels. Trim is plain and 4-1/4" wide. Above the doors and sidelights there s
a trianguiar transom, with a piain 2" transom par. The transom has three
lights, the fower and outer two nearly triangular and and the center one at the
apex arnombus. These lights also have yellow glass. The entire entry
probably was purchased as a unit from a millwork establishment specializing
inchurch parts. There are a heavy wooden sili and a pair of aluminum screen
doors. in front of the entry is a concrete stoop with a step nearly leve! with
the ground. in the approach gabie of the main section, the wing gable, and the
west cide of the shingled, center portion of the tower there is 2 round,
nine-light window with the tracery stightly curved.

Un the interior the fallen ceiting (most of the main sectior's) lies on the
pews and floor. The vestibule however is intact. Windowless, it measures
about 7 feet deep by S feet wide The iower walls have oak-grained
wamnsceting, the upper walls are of yellow-painted plaster The ceiling has
been tiled over the plaster, though there is stiil a hole for the bell-puil
There is a 48" wide door from vestibule to nave. The door has nine vertical
recessed and raised paneis, inthree rows. As with the extericr entry doors,
the top panels are smaliler On the nave side each panel of the top row has
centrat oulls eves Thnere is aporceiain knob and box lock. Like the church's
pther interior wood parts, the door has been painted almaoct 2 raw cienna
Coior and then crudely grainec with a lighter color to resembled oak. This
was pepuiar at the turn of the century, as 1t had been earlier. Similar
graining that was done about the same vear is seen at Rehobeth [Methodist
Lhurch in Sassafras (K-128) although the church itself dates to 1859, Local
pam}tc?rs (particulariy the Hamiitons of Georgetown) advertised graining into
the 1930¢

The main nave and wing projection are also fully wainscoted, with the
upper walis plastered The 3" wide, beaded, vertical, tongue-and— roove
board wainscoting is also grained to resemble oak. The chair rail hac a
simple snailow shelf with the same molding above and below: a rounded
ogee- ang-bevel profile. The fioer 1s of narrow to medium random-width pine
that has been painted and is partially covered with carpeting. There are no
baseboards. The wing's raised floor is fully carpeted Door and window trim,
aii grained, is 4-1/2" wide overall and is symmetrical as was fashionable

(continued)



continuation Page 7.3 K-364
here is a central shatiow cove filanked by astragals and "

Tre ceiling was flat with 1ath and plaster, with its few joists originaily
resting on the wall plates, though the method of intersection with the wing
framing at the wing opening is not clear. The ceiling was bay-framed and
trussed; the whole system seems inadequate for the span and to counteract
the outward thrust of the rafters on the upper wails. Joists measuring 3-1/2"
x 8" spanned the 30-foot width of the main section; they were spaced about
S-6 feet apart. Between them were perpendicular (therefore ladder-like)
members measuring 2" x S-3/4" and 24" on center. They did little except to
prevent twisting and racking and to provide a naiiing surface for lath. The
vertical, king post trusses were fastened or\.!\( to the five or six true joists
and seem to have been tied to the cornmon rafters (¢ 24" 0.c.), though there
does seern to be aridge pole. It appears that the upper south wall was pushad
outward (possibly invoiving termite darnage there, however), the joists siic
off and down, and the king-post truss pieces broke This is arare kind of
church ceiiing framing for Kent County, for an especiaily wide span, and it
does ceery 10 be underbuilt. Most late mineteenth and early twentieth- century
xent County churches have high ceiiings, finished along the rafiers to the tie
beams and then on their undersides. Though the roof structure of Mowbra
Chapei (K-247), a mid-nineteenth-century Greek Revivai buiiding at Ciiffs in
Quaker Neck, could not be seen well, it does seem to employ the same trussed
method but with heavier and more freguentiy piaced important members.

Surprisingly, the pew rows do not run across the narrow widtn of the
main section but along its axis. They face the wing, toward the west. The
pews are guite plain. Their ends are siightly shaped and have the same bulis
eyes as the vestibule-nave door. They also have the same faux-oak graining
fnere is one fong nicrth-south aisie from the vestibule, along the long south
wall, that intersects with two and perhaps three perpendicular aisles that
ruri north-south.

the Tioor of the wing is three steps higher than the fioor of the main

'n front of the wing, still within the main section, there is z railed
rr. The balustrade has a square newel and turned and square coionial
type balusters Beyond, toward the wingis the communion rail, which
een modified; the back has been closed with 1/4" wood-grained plywood
ing There are twisted - rope balusters 6-3/4" on center
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There is a grove of trees near the north property line, close to the
h. A large tree stands in front of the approach gable-end between the
h's iron Tence and Olivet Hill Road's southern spur that passes in front of
hurch and ends in front of the adjacent old school, now the church
i1/5unday School roor. The approach gabie-end is about 2C feet east of the
0ad. There is 3 gate in the fence centered on the church's entry in front of
the church, near the entry, is a now-blank annouricerent board The oid school
is bey church's south lawn, alsc with gable end toward the road. The
erielery s (o the rear of the church, to the east and southeast. There are
fcontinyed)

The site 1s high in relation to the surrounding area but quite level with
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Continuation Page 7.4 K-364

some rough, unmarked stones, but most are marked, perhaps 70-80 zitogether
Scattered in the cemete ery are shrups. i
TG the nor h and northwest from the site a few of the community's

& can be seen among *"ﬂec on the next 1ot to the north ic a

wenti ’fh century "Tanch” house. To the south, beyond the school, a fi

corn obstructs further v1ew~: To the east, beyond the cemetery ar
ees‘ grevmtmq further views. To the west areroiiing, tiiled fields with
reves of trees in the distance A«‘rocs the fields about half 2 mile in the
stance a few Galena oundmgd can be seen, Otivet Methodist church on the
lena-Massey Road among them From the church site it is apparent that
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fivet F‘-"i is on the hi qhe: arounc in the vicinity; indeed it 15 really a sort of
lateau; though the drop o the west is qute gradua!, that to the north and
northeast (not visible) 1 quite abrupt.



Continuation Page 8.1 K-364

The Olivet HilT community, east of Galena with access only from Route

230 (trc ua lenz-5assafras road), seems to have been an area of early biack
fand ownprqhm and settlement Transactions with blacks (denoted as "free
Negroes) as both buyers and seliers are recorded in the Kent County land
“ocnrdc in tr*e 1850s and even earlier {at least one in 1839). The h!“fnrv Af

the commmunity has never been adequately researched however (See also
."omrf“ for k-597, Galena S lver Mine, and K-586, Olivet Hill School} At
ieast some of these early free blacks (such as Thomas Peaker and !saac
Brown) seemed to have enough land for at least subsistence farming. whether
or not they alsc worked on area narms owned by whites or at other jobs i3 not
known. Later, as the commumty became more settled and Dlo*‘: were sold o
divided among heirs, the smali-farm character of the community changed.
During the lafe nineteenth enfu"V and well into the twentieth century the
men of the neighborhood mostiy iabored on nearby farms or in Galena while
the women worked on nearby farms as cooks, did day work, or took in washing.

with the rountv population at arecord 18,500, by 1900 the poouzahon of

Olivet Hill seems to have been at its greatest, one expianation for the
unusuatly large churrh that was b"llt in 1907 However, with better jobs
avallabie elsewhere during worid War | and the aqmcuwra depression after
the v«ar foﬂowed by qeneral depression, accompanied by increasing farm
mechanization, Clivet Hill's population began to shrink.” Worid wWar i} oniy
accelprated the Droress Today there are about 22 occupied dwellings,
inciuding several mobiie homes, fewer than eariier. Some abandoned houses
stand in rumq or near-ruins, and on some lots there are evidences of former
dweilings. 1hcugh there are several mid-twentieth- cemury nouses, most are
two-storey framF> puitdings that aopear to date from the last %ar*nr ~f the
nineteenth century and from the early twentieth century. (Seereports fur
k-592 and K-593 for a discussion of a particularly prevalent type of hous
:‘ Ccommunity residents who are employed ne 1onqer work in Kent Count \,

in Cémx Uount\/ and in Delaware. Some have retired and returned after

ing and working for many years iri northern urban areas.
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sm nad been introduced eariy to the Galena area, in 1773, at Mr)
Dixon's house by the well-known itinerant and "Father of American
Methodism,” Francis Asbury. However, it was not untii shortly after 1800 tha
*he first meeting house seems to hava been built. Etarly Methodismm m:tnrod
and appeaied to both o’acha and whites at combined meetings. Both free and
e.x° aved blacks were early drawn to Methodism in spite of the paradoxes it
presentec. As William Willia Says In his book about the ear}v nistory of
Metnodism on the De'marva Perw nsula, no other religious group on the
Peninsuia treated blacks better. cariy | ,etnocr: itinerants worked very , Fhard
to make biack converts and spoke ouf in a clear voice against 'lavorv By
contrast, at ieast some clergy of other denominations seemed disinteres ted
mn Mackc and a few supported slaverv Even the Quakers and tho“m" who
spoke out ve u:mentiy agai inst siavery, showed iittie interest inrecruiting
black mnmonrq (p. N2) in addition b‘ack"_. as many whites, found appealing
the Methodist mpha‘axs or: the conversion experience, rather than forrra‘
instruction ano ritual. In the beginning both blacks and whites womh‘DDed
Logether, as pefitted areligion that held that biacks were not inferior to

{continued)



K-364

whites. Vet black Methedists in practice were reiegated to third-clase
status, beiow the second-ciass status of white women. As Williams says,
Rlacks were restricted to the back of the church or the gallery during "egu lar
wor%hfo were limited to an area behind the speaker's piatform at ur*'o
ee*ch and could only roin all-black class mnefmgq which were often led
r1y white men. There is'even some indication that while in the gqncry, blacks
were forced to stand.” (p. 111) The 1842 Galena Methodist Fhurch was byilt
Wi th a gailery, undoubtediy for biacks only, when the church wa
\ucfomawzpd later in the nineteenth century and blacks were no longer in
attendance, it was removed. At houqh a few blacks were known as effective
preachers (such as Harry Hoster), all the reqular circuit appointments as
ministers were for white men.

N spite of these paradoxes, biacks on the Peninsuia became Methodists
in great numbers in the iate eightpenth and early nineteenth centuries, in even
greater percentages of the popul tion as a whole than did whites. dowever
black dis 3at15factlon increased as the Methodist stance against slavery
seemed to soften during the eariy nineteenth century, with biack Methodists
faking ncte of this rhar\ge and black membership slowly eroding after about
1810, "White Methodists in Kent County, however, seermed o have manumitted

slaves by will toa csqumant extent, though this has not been studied in
detail White Methodists also seemed mcreabmqlv uncomfortable with the
emoticnalism and demon straf'\m worship someflmeq shown by black members
and sought to contrat it in some cases enthus resuited inphysical
damage to church buﬂdmg and some “hurfhes ”arne tore quwe a white
mermber's presence at any qeetmq of blacks. This aiso might have related tv
white fezr of piacks' usmg such accasions to air their grievances and
organize themseives against white oppression.

T.“»

Blacks, ooth fr ee and siave, Came Lo desire their own, independent
fhumhes M teast afew Semw-mdependen* or independent congrpoatlon“
pegan from the iate 1830s through the 1850s, though their histdry is not we'
fh«_ummted Emouraced by the Civil War, probably Pspemally by the

Frnancipation Prociamation in .ubJ, the move to entirely separate churches
?Nmerated By the fail of 1865, after the end of the war, at least six or
seven reent County churches ied the drive to provide schools for black
chiigren, who nrmwcuﬂv had been unschooled, though viclence, intimigation,
and chdrch burnings {in i lington and Edesviile) ensued

selaiiz of the eariy years of the Olivet Hill Church have been iost,
_onger known how 1t relates to the overaH devnlopmem of black

1 Kent County. The eariiest deed for church property seems to be

Dd March S 1869 (Kent Co Land Records, JKH 8/ 86), though the

" the deed indicates that a church bu”dmg was aiready loCated on

saction was between Daniel Roe, 2 black of the community who

trustee, to the trustees of the "Col'd M E. Church called the Col'd
The trustees were Moses Young, Robert Paca [probabie

f Peaker], Thomas Paca [same], Danie! | Roe, Georae Rasin, x-oirée

tes Young, John "a 1., . and Shadrack Thomocon They mWhas d Q4

5 for 135 The land was described as that "upon which the said
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Continuation Page 8.3 K-364

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, called the Colored Olivit [sic] Chapei 1s
iying” ... "near the Coiored peopie’s village, caiied the 'Upper Branch™

Accord‘ing Lo the community oral tradition, however, as weil as that
ne white Galena Olivet Methodvst Church, the hist tory of the Olvet HiTl
onqrec,a ton dates back to a least 1863, | ccorqu to the 88th anniversary
program )f t.h.e church (1951), in 1863 01 livet Hill Mefhodists moved to Olivet
HilTthe old, frame, first church buiiding no f-'»nqer needed by the Galena
congre gahon after their new brick church was built m 1842, 1t may, in fact,
nave served from i842-1863 when 1t stood adjacent to the new church in
Salena ac the place aHorated for black worsmo and/or classes since blacks
were becoming increasingly segregated within the Methodist church. Cne can
almost enyision the hmldmo bemn moved about 6/10 of amile due 4>a=f acress
perhaps frozen fieids from dne church site 1o another; it is not likely that the
hxna,‘hnn rqu]d l—,ave ﬂeggt]ated the \Nynd1ng narrow road !p’ading ir\fn e')h\/,:.+
Rill The arnmversarv Bookiet states that the church lot was bouant from a
black namod named I'saac Hopkins The deed of ccnrse. shows that it came
from Daniel Roe. He, however, got it by will of {saac Hopkins. isaac Hopkins
may, in fact, have thouqh* he conveyed it prorwerl‘/ earlier but in fact did not
or simpiy | left it in his will to Roe to be used specifically for church purposes.
4h1<: (‘orxqrpgahoq rematined affiliated with the Methodist ‘_Dwgcr\nal { hl e h

51acks were segregated into their own Lonference {the Delaware
omerence! and their own circuits, or f‘harges U was only in the
mid-twentieth century that black and whité c nferemex united, tnough the
Zircuits are sty segregated
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Litele is known of the late-nineteenth-century history of the church,

There 1s no Knowledge of church establishment of one of the 1865-70 schools
259! isted Dy the Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational
improverrent of the Colored People. Although a school ma%/ have been
establi shed and vswd in me old church, or even in z separate building, 1t was
not unt'l 1884 that the trustees sold the county school commissioners a smaii
piece of land for a public school. That school deed gives no indication of an
ex1sting 5¢hooi there.

the anniversary program, a lol was bought in the :830s fro m
'S, 2 community resi dent for a oaraonagp Tho biytiding o
rsonage marked the Degmmnq of he Gaiena Circuit or Charge [of the
re Lonfprence] previous to this Olivet Methodist Church D@sf'nqu to
itnington Circuit” Now privately owned, this puiidi Ing isto ’*se nun . On ':.‘e
site side of the road, at the 90° turn of Olivet Hilf Road toward iower
I
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Alsc according to the program, "in 1907 under the leadership o7 another
young man Dev J W Jeffersop, the old frame structure was moved to one
side of the 1ot and the present church buiidis ng was erected and donated. in
1843 the ex*wmr of the church was rerwo eled by the young Reverend
=thelbert Maddox.” (Presumably the reference is to the composition siding
Tho moved-aside old h[urrh Wwas fn'\a]oy removed after it hecame ton

ilapidated for any use. The 1951 anniversary program indicates that by that
/{‘ﬁhfinl mrh ’



D g [ R S e s
ntinualion rage o.4 r-504

post-world war i1 date, the future of Qlivet Hiil Church was threatened by the
changes that had affected the community--"Today, the outiook of the future
church Tooks dark. Let us be inspired by the great achievements wrought by
Cur progenitiors”

ADouL 1979 the church was closed after the ceiling fell into the nave.

The mernbers of Olivet Hill Church transferred to another church of tnp

sassafras Charge, John Wesley Church in Sassafras, the third church of the

fharoe !C m Warwvfk "ecvl Co unty Children's Sunday School clasme c ntinue
i nt to the church,

Ly Association. The

sed in 1958,

ce
howewr undpr fhe auspwces of the Olivet H 11 Communit
church purchased that property after the school was clo
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9.1 Continued

An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia:
Lake, Griffing and Stevenson, 1877,

Program from 88th Anniversary Celebration of Olivet Methodist Church,
1951,

William Henry Williams, The Garden of American Methodism: The
Delmarva Peninsula, 1769-1820. Wilmington, Del.: Published for the Peninsula
Conference of the United Methodist Church, 1984,
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Olivet ¥ill ME Church

Clivet Hill R4.

Galensa,¥D 21635 1879, 1909

Clivet Hill ¥E Church is one of the
oldest and most historic sites for black Methodists
in Xent County. The local white Methodist Church at
Galena wes founded by Bishop Francis Asbury in 1773.
During 1%L2, that original frame structure was sold
to a group of free blacks and removed to a tract of
land donated by Cornelius Scott. This church became
known as Olivet %ill. This church was rebuilt in 1309,
The area the church is located in is known as Olivet
Hill and it is a community of small farms owned by

tlacks. Olivet Hill ¥T Church is abandoned



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
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MAGI#150 3644608
&

TEINAME

HISTORIC

Olivet Hill ME Church

AND/OR COMMON

BEJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Olivet Hill RAd.

CITY, TOWN . X CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Galena = eiunrer 9 Tvet i1l First
COUNTY
STATE Maryland Kent
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT __PUBLIC —_OCCUPIED —~AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) _}SPRIVATE IUNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
——STRUCTURE —-BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
o~  __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT > RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS Xves: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
P OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Trustees,0livet Hill ME Church
C/O df & Chapman 0'Dell Telepl’lorle # . 6!4.8‘521 2
STREET & NUMBER
Box 107
CITY. TOWN STATE , z:.g code
Galena —__ VICINITY OF MD 21635
IPTI y
IHLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber %: my 16
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Kent CO., Court House

Folio #: L31

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN
Chestertown

STATE

I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

N/A

DATE

—FEDERAL __STATE

—COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION K. Nl

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT EDETERIORATED . .UNALTERED EORIG!NAL SITE 1 79
—GOOD —RUINS LLTERED —MOVED DATE—  —
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Olivet Hill M.E. Church stands 12' from
the east side of Olivet Hill Rd. at its crest. The church faces
west. It is a simple gable-ended building( east-west) with
a short tower at the southwest cornmer of the front facade.
This tower has an open belfry and is surmounted with a short
graceful spire. The church measures 36' across and is 52' long.
It is construced of weatherboard but is now covered with grey
and russet asbestos composite shingles. The entrance has double
2-panel oak doors and is sided with rectangular red lights
(one on each side). The entrance has a triangular arc atop
with three pieces of colored glass (blue) . There is a single
12!' lancet window with rose and blue glsss in the front. Thers
are three of these 12' lancet colored gless windows (rose & blue)
on each side of the main body of the church. 0livet Hill M.E.

Church is abandoned.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
/\.
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _)EELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 - EAGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE _ _SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE }.<_EDUCATION —MILITARY _}EOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
.}i‘l 800-1899 __COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS ~—INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT - OTHER (SPECIFY)

~—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1879 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Olivet Hill M.E. Church is one of the oldest
and most historic Methodist sites for blacks on the Eastern
Shore of Maryland. The local white Methodist Church (at Galena)
was founded by Bishop Francis Asbury in 1773. During 1842, that
original frame structure was sold to a group of free blacks
and removed to a tract of ground donated by Cornelius Scott.

p—

2is church became known as Olivet Hill. This church was

rebuilt in 1909. The area the church is located in is known
as Olivet Hill and it is a community of small farms owned by

blacks.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE Tames W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION ar 18nd 08311}%33101'1 on AfI‘O-AmeI‘ican DATE

18L0ry & ure
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHON
20 Dean Street 269-2693
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs- 1108
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Olivet Hill Methodist Church
Olivet Hill, near Galena

M. Q. Fallaw - 4/6/85

View to northwest
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Olivet Hill Methodist Church
Olivet Hill, near Galena

M. Q. Fallaw - 4/6/85

View to northeast









